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We shall accomplish our task in the time which remains with
us only if we, who wish to serve the public, put ourselves and
others to the best possible use from the point of view of public
service. In doing so, I expect the fullest co-operation from the
readers of Navajivan, at any rate, and I believe that if all readers
of Navajivan make the best possible use of the advice given in it
and act upon it, even that would take us to our destination in
time. Truth, courage and hard work are essential. If we do not
get swaraj this year, we shall have only our indolence to blame.
Hard-working men and women should take stock each day
how their time has been spent and maintain a daily balance-sheet.
They should not waste a single moment in idle talk, and should
keep the good of the country in mind while earning a living.
They should go further and devote their spare time wholly to
national work.
[From Gujarati]
Naoajivan, 20-10-1921
140.   MT NOTES
MY SURAT EXPERIENCES
I have come back after a day's visit to Surat, where I had
gone just to see how things were going.
There were invitations to visit Navasari, Kathor and other
places, but I could not accept them. If in Gujarat too I go on
visiting places, the purpose for which I have stopped touring
would be defeated. It is best that I remain in the Ashram, write
and make what suggestions I can from there.
I have done enough talking. If it is felt at any place that
only my presence would infuse some strength into the people there,
I think it is necessary that we should leara to do without such
strength for the present. It is more necessary to increase our
strength wherever we have acquired some and organize it so that
it can be effectively employed. Only then shall we succeed in our
resolve to win swaraj this year. Swaraj, in my view, lies in the
skill with which, we are able to exploit the awakening in the
country. At this stage, therefore, I can be of better service to the
people by offering guidance and setting an example in spinning.
I had gone to Surat on a sort of inspection tour to see for
myself how far it was ready for swaraj- I saw there a veritable
sea of white caps and found khadi being used on a fairly large
scale. I am not, however, likely to be taken in by these things.